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Module Aims  

This module will enable students to:  

 develop knowledge of the basic features, structure and operation of local and central 
government and associated public bodies  

 research and produce stories from local and central government settings  

 interpret and tell stories from publicly available data  

 use journalistic techniques to hold local and central government to account.  

 recognise a journalists’ ethical role in society by understanding how their actions and 
work as individuals can reflect on their own integrity, on their employer’s standing and 
on the reputation of journalists generally  

 recognise the ethical impact of publishing news reports/features and packages on 
people’s lives  

 demonstrate how to carry out challenging journalism in a legal, ethical and 
responsible manner while serving the public interest  

 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 
KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 
KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 
KS5 Information management skills 
KS6 Research skills 
KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 
KS8 Career management skills 
KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 
 management) 
KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 

Explain how power is exercised by both central and local 
government including decision making processes and the 
powers of ministers, MPs, civil servants, officials and 
councilors. 
 

KS2 KS6 

KS9  

  

2 

Describe which public authorities are responsible for the 
provision of services and understand the relationship 
between the different layers of government 
 

KS6  

  

  

3 
Produce news reports/features/packages based on local and 
central government issues  
 

KS1 KS4 

KS6  
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4 
Use media specific research skills to investigate local and 
central government issues  
 

KS6  

  

  

5 

Operate in a professional, legal and ethical manner 
recognising the need for accuracy, objectivity and 
balance/fairness in news coverage  
 

KS7 KS8 

KS3  

  

6 
Understand ethical decision making in assessing the impact 
of their journalism on individuals and society generally  
 

KS7 KS8 

  

  

Transferable skills and other attributes 

Public affairs knowledge and understanding transferable to media focused and political 
careers.  

 

Derogations  

None   

 
 

Assessment:  

 The 1hr 45 min NCTJ Public Affairs exam which is set by the NCTJ, marked by 
university tutors and moderated by the NCTJ under its exam procedures. Questions 
cover the NCTJ’s Public Affairs programme of study.  

 Portfolio of public interest news stories, features and/or packages. 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 1 - 4 Examination 50% 1hr 45 mins  

2 5 – 6  Portfolio 50%  
2,000 
words 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

 

 Formal lectures covering key knowledge as outlined in the learning outcomes.  

 Guest lectures from political editors and local government correspondents  

 Visits from MPs and senior councilors  

 Reports from council meetings/public sector bodies 

 Tutorials to guide students through their progress in compiling their portfolios  
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Syllabus outline: 

 

 Local government structures, decision making, accountability and finance  

 Central government, the constitution, devolution, monarchy, the executive, Houses of 
Parliament,  

 HM Treasury and basic economics  

 The European Union  

 Education  

 The National Health Service  

 Children and adult services  

 Planning, development control and housing  

 Welfare  

 Police and public protection  
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